Sad 
LIVE IN THE CITY 
OR THE SUBURBS? 


i ustom, so out you 
A Kais bathe 


b 
you of your ae 
» There is SORE Sou about mog 
to the suburbs. It Spee duty, eithe 
to your country or D your family. 

As a free citizen of a free Tand, you still have 
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F 


y de- 
cide to honor an older tradition E te a 
nE ao rbs, the ancient custom of movin, 


The next move Zz be yours 
AME 


In a year’s 
time, about one person in five will m 
Mobility is plain to see even in fe baba 


7 


Those ee follow 
he crowd 
are quickly 


enb 
tire years can think of a dozen foil Pate 
es 


have moved into the neighborhood and out 
again. Turnover is continuous. moving van 
is almost as com: a sight as the diaper de- 


a; 
livery truck, Even those long-run Bes are 
ae rtgage 
investors know that the average life re mort- 
gage is only an to ten years. Many are termi- 
nated much s 
Could you be ihe next to mov e? Will you face 
t 


n 

akor Te ak 
may onsi 
a good deal less set- for- good than you suppose. 

What’s so great about the suburbs? 

Real 

puted attractions of the suburbs assiduously for 
years. The image of the picket-fenced dream 
house outside town snes before us tantaliz- 


y day in ae day out. Only here, we are told, 
d privacy a intrusion, peace from 
the 


a: 


Bik 
rung So many a sete had oe go out of 
o find living space, 


a 
1 


of them, under the ene of en es 
renewal programs, are 0 
era of vitality in which ae may become more 
glamorous, more Gees more attractive places 
to live than ever befor 


re’s a discontent in Eden 
2 f suburbia? As a 
chorus of grum Desi in books, eae Be 
Hatarini a have informed you, the 
down- paar utopias have cae ‘out F ate 
only subtopias at best. Many enthusiastic trail 


bl 


pee meanwhile, 


on the j joys 5 am ng. 
“Do we have to build everything ourselves?” 
cried one of i ese venturers recently. 
He had perro ney yeas c Pae En 
ri 


0 giv 
crab grass a chance. He had spent and sweated 
to neighborhood a 


the 
his. RA vision may be mirage or 
reality. Ask any BEE why he chose the 


suburbs over the city and you will get less rhap- 


s money out there, or that it is 
eher for the kids,” or that he was oe away 
from an uncongenial environment. 

In cold fact, however, many families have fled 
to the ees simply because there was no 


were scarce cheaper to build 
TRN ny the national home-financing 


o give 
a pens court. He ha ad done battle with ba 


markers, stop sar and, fire hydrants, He “had 


tax bill rocket when it oe He had labored 

o clear a Triehbop pa. Peye orng pledged 
until it hurt to build a church. 

W, W those good works behind him, 

e faced a new task. While he was makak his 

F en Init his children were becoming 

ers. So were all the other kids for Bica 

F 

recreation center. Since there never had been 

n-ager in those parts before, it was up to 

the pone veg pioneers to build from scratch 

once agair 


Heal 

Ince rural living was Felei A city living. 
ae in 1901, the aes New Yorker’s life ex 
pectancy s less than that of the 

avenge See 
that is not today. According to the 
ealth jonas “Foundation, our Be cities 
e about as healthy to liv as country areas, 
depi conge to air pollution and ei the rest. 
SR for the spiopement: better living sand: 


= 


services 


| 
| 
| 
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ingly at the city he left behind. There most of 
his neighbors had been 
ve existed for years, simply 
ate they had Bee needed before. 

But physical incompleteness is the least of 
the troubles si suburbia. Other criticisms 
sychol ological, sociological a 
economic groun ae 

For instance, there are “complaints that sub- 
rban 


them away from their families for too long each 
3 6 
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Maybe you are 
ae families are on the verge of a decision 
move without realizing it. Is yours among foe 

Here is a chance to find out 
With this list, va can nate e your es potential 
and work o 


Housing Studies of Columbia University. 


Part 1: You 
Get REN your a and begin working out your 
prediction here. 
If the head of your household is under 35, write 
the Taie aa in s space. If he is 35 to 49, enter 1 
If over 


put down 2. If two persons, enter 1. If only one 
person, zero. Seal Ee 


living in a rented pi ace, put zero in this space. If 
you are a renter who really would prefer to own a 
home, enter 1. 


1 the th dy total here, This 
is ae “mobility factor.” 


ripe pee a move 


pare ea Raed? ae inclinations toward 
moving. nswer to any question is yes, put 
ee mite in ihe space BEP ied 


Are you cramped for closet space? 
k ie there too little open space around 
the house? 
3. Are you bothered by noises from the 
street? 


Jo you find the place just too small 
for your is mily? 
5. Is the rent or (if you own) the cost of 
ase ie high? 
u too far away from your friends 
sat ‘aes es? 
you get too little light and sun- 


te 


id you say that the people around 
are not very nice? 
Da yan 


le privacy? 
the check marks and put the 
wal cane here. This is your “complaint 


Part 3: Your prediction 
And now, in the table below, locate your “mobility 
factor” on the left-hi side. Then read over to 


al 
oy celine for your “complaint are” There y 


Part 2: Your complaint: e how strong ah he Sune are that your aai 
To measure gripes boi your present housing, is clined to make 
y y y p! o 1-2 3-4 5 or more 
0-1 1in1o 1in3 a bit better a bit less 
than 50-50 than 50-50 
2-3 1in5 a bit less 2in3 in 10 
than 50-50 
4 or more 6in10 7in10 almost better than 
9in10 9 in 10 
day, bad for wives oe it leaves them high Worst of „all, the qualities gi gave sub- 
and ia in a desert of domestic small talk, bad ore 
for children ai it gives them a distorted, and more houses go up, and the once} pleasant 
one-class view of the world. And there are alle- woodland drive home becomes just another 
ee ions that suburban: life ee a stiflin; traffic fight. The shopping-center drugstore be- 
with gins un attract the „lounging toughs ho fre- 
the e Joneses while penali; 
car ee quiet is broken by a mounting stream 
is an expensive . of trucks and buses. 


ne and you n ay 
two. Commuting is both EY aTa he 
physical drain (see “The Toll of the One our 
” on page 11 nd the taxes go up 
relentlessly as the new areas ae the public 
services and facilities everybody wai 


a 
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‘aimess, you should remember that some 
blasts against eee an life come from sensa- 
tionalists who dirty the picture window just to 
attract attention. “Other criticisms really are 
plaints at life tha’ 


t 


9 


apply as strongly to city living as to suburban 


N with problems, and the original bu- 
colic charm is Oi o fade, As subu rban © om- 


ike di wntown. They become urban districts 
inconveniently located. 


Yes, the po: has its points 
Tur 


y city is easy 

pies os about it. The reverse 

igen back to the city on m the suburbs, 

is Z well-known because it is inco 
No reli 


e a 
iable measure of it exists. 1t oper al- 

most. stealthily, , for the sorte vho Te- 
1 and 


ya feel like one. 

needr vt. As a pec to ue the city has 
bd nd 

white and they make an ee list. Some 


> The city is a going concern, Ev verything one 

needs for modern living is pr vided in advance. 

The streets are e the 
bui! 


ne 
opns are ua and all utilities are con- 
ted. 


iS . That goes for schools, es 
and fire departments, churches. 
Shaina fhe ‘level of taxation cele 
to support these E ae and services is estab- 
i she a; The rates ise oyip ub iee y ill 


are of th 


bill for civ will be. 

> There is a Eide choice of housing, too, You 
can find big houses or little, detach es dw vee 
or apartments, i t. This 


the narrow ranges of ne 
e avai e in most suburbs. 
Because you can live closer to work, maybe 
within walking distance, ne can Save time and 
money. i 
veloped and offer better service ee a 
ones. Perhaps you can live witho! 
æ Chances are good that you E nearer 
P recreation, entertainment a services. 


Eth 
y 
in the suburbs. 
is “a better life”? 
PARTEAN of the suburbs concede these 
points. But, they claim, the city’s virtues are 
paltry ‘things indeed compared with the intans 


ene The usual answer: “A better way of 


Th his is a little misty. Press for details and you 
will uncover one of the greatest contradictions 
tl 1 Tee } ree 


ites ak moved out in quest of “more privacy” 
ore neighborliness” at one time. 

who is Pursaing both privacy 
nd gregari ousness is in a 


ension, He is 
aches, Nevertheless, all of us do need pry 
on some oc ocasions, neighborliness on oth 


he suburban 

appeal = is only fair to inquire og the city 
com 

Ree The city is notorious as a of 

thousands, you can = ey 

have anonym ity, if you 


È 


is rarer in the city, 
at least in the “come anytime, the door is always 


ee back in the city. 


tenants. They can be 
the economic benefits that go to homeowners in 
the suburbs. 

hey accomplish this by buying an apartment 
ing cooperatively owned by its occu: 
ere is a = boom in building these 


owner rather ‘han tenant, the apartment 

is apart 

ment and a voice in the management of the 

building. His monthly pnn on athe mort- 
th 


gage debt build up an equity that he may dis- 
pose s ps just as in a the case of a he ner. 
Also, he can deduct his share of the ge 
inter 


ee he income for = purposes, 


Out 
in ihe suburbs, ly 


one grocery, one gas station, one doctor within 
convenient n range. 
» You wi nearer theaters, concert halls, 


5 
libraries, museums and galleries, too. In fact, 
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varying degrees of T 
ury. Some are modest ALONG um ir In Los 


room suites designed for buyers want to 
scape “the burdens of ee a country 
see a 


markable state of _ 
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terms of the suburbs. tBu you must dis- 


open” 
nd friendli- 


tinguish between neighborliness 


y e same. 
Neighborliness is a state of semi-intimacy 
with the folks next door, oe they may be. 


with pees of your own choosing, regardless 
of residenc 
Those who have experienced both city and 


e toll of the one-hour commute 
out of town are you willing to live? 
the ean | hy ‘TMpeasured in minutes, net pis 
How far 1 


k into 
most cities, subd 
cae outer DE lie s minui 
hall. If the journe 
more than an hour, becomes Ee z most 
peo, 


ple. 


own 
ivision builders believe that 
e fons city 

—takes 


suburban life say that city 
sible alth Sich it is purely optional. In the sub 
Rai neighborliness is an obligation. Be distant 
; neighbor and thou wilt be branded a 
foal ball. 
ad what of friendliness in city and suburb? 
to maintain in the suburbs. 
Exposure to common Pen eae foe bind 
em. if you ani friend > 
habit the same suburb. If you aa s a sub- 
north of town and he to one south of town, 
i y meet. 
n the claims of door-to- 
e city dweller can culti- 
ps selectively. He can seek out 
hare his ae 


hy. Sup 
ae you work a five-day week, take an anna 
eek vacation, and get seven holiday: 
H year. That leaves 243 actual working ee 
in oe Near nan hour’s travel cach way cach work 


annu; Hi 


s to your vacation and holidays ene 

ff this yearly 
began on April 
cight 


could work ol 

et once. If you 
1 and sh aes ack feu oe gal ng 
hours a Te days 
u e would SE “completed 
until Sak on June 2 


beyond the city line. There are cities that are 
frantic with growth p roblems and inadequate 
comment eee Thee are old, ae shed 
suburbs the 


f tor 
locate: can range in in all directions to build 
his circle a friends. 
city, what suburb? 
1 os out the pros and cons of city 
versus suburb is difficult Beate fhe e words 
are abstractions. They stand for no particular 


city, no special sib. They merely evoke 
stereo sorei 
of “the city” P } l 


the Loop. The SS labeled“ ‘the a 
on the other hand, depicts them at their best, 
ay Hillsborough, the Country Club district, 


sul burb argument so often Sonus attacks on 


he city i Skia) mae nor 


I 
isa In al ery city 
there are hospitable a ie along 


he hos 
serene, tree-lined streets that would make the 
deni: Sunk Jen Heights sick 


with jealousy. And there are delightful suburbs 
no sane person would scorn even if they do lie 
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meat subdivisions, 


to forget 
the grand abaracuonst As fax as you are: con: 
cerned, person: ity 


or suburb? T te does this special part of 
the city compare in convenience, economy and 
amenity pD a ireke suburb? 

Then, too, 


into account. Cities are vital ex- 
vers on 


ament to take 

citing, ever-changing. Suburbs are stoj Spay 

the flight of time. Their remoteness may be 

asset or liability. And some people vastinctivel 

one habitat to the other. Perhaps there 
i those 


g 


o are Caeene suburbanites with a 
built-in mor for town living. 
most 


Probably most of us, though, E in- ene 
Greg zapal age of aces to either city o! sub- 
urb. 
ki } When your 
don’t reject th until 


have given its neglected merits fair Beeston 
And don’t bow with the wind and head for the 
suburbs blindly. That, after all, is the way of the 
lemming. 
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Run down this list of 
THINGS TO WRITE FOR 


Useful pamphlets, reports, circulars—some free; 
get them direct from the publishers shown. 


Landscaping. A board of experts 
selected their favorite 


on BE basis igs ease ol ows 


Tree: 
mid Shrubs for Temperate ge 
mates. 80 pp. ite 
Brooklyn Botanic Carden T 
lyn 25, N. Y. Price 


ground for dining with this col- 
ae illustrated booklet. 
O Easy y Ways to Make Beau- 
tiful 2 Settings. 32 
Write a E E 
vision, American Cyanamid Co., 
a Rocke a a aza, New York 
N. Y. Price.25 


atin A helpful leafict sug- 
ges ts ways to avoid undue worry 
en job takes you and 
n family to a new community. 


ann in sane and control- 


ling this major disease. A state- 
ment of where we sta g 

O 1958 C.: nce Pacts and Fig- 
ures. 31 pp e to the ‘Aner 
can Cancer Society, Inc, 


57th St., New York 19, 
Free 


Pay television. Here are some 


materials pres mie both sides 
of a controve subject. 

O Free Television and the 
Americon Peor 39 pp. my 


casting Sytem, 
485 ees ee New York 
age Y- ae 

ee What 
It Is. Packet of ie The case 


for “subscription TV.” Write to 
P 


the Public Relations Dept., 
Zenith Radio Corp., 6001 W. 
Dickens, Chicago 39, Ill. Free. 


Table settings. Any meal be- 
comes a festive occasion with an 
attractive table setting. It’s easy 
to prepare a handsome back- 


o 
to Move! 
Greyvan 
Grand Ave., 
ree. 


Sone Write to te 
Lines, Inc, 57 W. 
Chicago 10, M. 


Please allow a little time 


for your request to be filled. 


Publishers are often swamped 
ith ord d dele Ht. 


lems of big-city management. 


Fourth hes 


New York, 461 
New York 16, N. Y. Price 2 


dy for a summe 


n eather signals. Includes 
a section on w: iing. 
O Outboard Handling 1 


Write to the 1 
Club of Am a. 307 N. Michi- 
gan Ave, ie 1, IIL. Free. 


Music. A as awareness of 
music begins early in his life. 
A well-known educator paui mS 
mu- 


au is informal 


Money. 24 pp. 

Women’s Division, Institute z 

Tats Insurance, 488 N Ma diso: 
New E22 

Single copy free. 


New York. An infona book- 

let abouts De e gov nt of the 
i aes brief ex- 
aoe zat the general prob- 
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P 

scl development gently 

O Time for ie -A Gui 

Parents 2 Write ss =the 

pE aoe Coiniaitts 
ew York 


16, K 
pe ms c. 


fourists. Estimates Bae ee 
tourist spending in Uz. 
betw tween Be and 24 a de 

S: ry year some of this 
money -finds its way 


of Desens: Washington 25, 
DG 
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